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AUSTRALIA AND FIJI STRENGTHEN BORDER SECURITY THROUGH NEW DOCUMENT EXAMINATION CAPABILITY


14 August 2026

Nadi, Fiji – Fiji's border security capabilities have been strengthened through new specialist document examination equipment and training that will help identify fraudulent travel and identity documents.

Supported through Australia's International Capacity Building Program, the package includes a Video Spectral Comparator, which enables immigration officers to examine security features in passports and travel documents and verify e-passport chip data along with mobile examination devices for use in the field.

The equipment enhances document examination capability, support efforts to detect fraudulent documents and contribute to the integrity of Fiji's border management systems.

Australia's High Commissioner to Fiji, HE Peter Roberts, joined Fiji Ministry of Immigration Permanent Secretary Aliki Salusalu and representatives from the Ministry of Immigration, Fiji Revenue and Customs Service, the Fiji Police Force, Australian Department of Home Affairs and Australian Border Force (ABF) to mark the handover of the equipment at Nadi International Airport.

High Commissioner Roberts said the investment demonstrates the practical outcomes of the Fiji-Australia Vuvale.

"As Vuvale partners, this investment in specialist equipment and officer training strengthens border security, builds capability and supports our shared efforts to address transnational crime and protect the integrity of our borders," High Commissioner Roberts said.

Permanent Secretary Salusalu welcomed the support, noting the importance of robust document examination capabilities for Fiji as a regional travel hub.

"Improving our detection capabilities strengthens not only Fiji's borders but also contributes to the security of the wider Pacific region," Mr Salusalu said.

During the handover, High Commissioner Roberts also presented certificates to six Ministry of Immigration officers who successfully completed specialised document examination training delivered by the ABF.
 
The training provides officers with advanced skills to identify fraudulent, altered and counterfeit travel documents, ensuring the new technology is supported by the expertise needed to maximise its effectiveness.
 
Together, the equipment and training will help strengthen the integrity of Fiji's immigration and border systems while supporting regional border security cooperation and a more secure Pacific.
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